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But Everest was now in sight at last, and the
climbers pressed on to their goal. Across the
great plain from Khamba Dzong, 100 miles
away, Everest could be seen the last of a series of
peaks which included such giants as Kangchen-
junga, 28,150 feet, and Makalu, 27,790 feet.
There, spread out in glorious array and culminating
in the highest mountain in the world, were the
finest peaks in the Himalaya, only to be approached
in grandeur by that other constellation of mighty
peaks which cluster round K2, 28,278 feet in height,
at the other end of the Range.
Everest was still too distant for Mallory to
make much of it from the climbing point of view.
But that North-East Ridge, sloping easily downward
from the summit and known to us from photographs
taken near Darjiling, could be fully seen. It
seemed a very feasible way up for the last fifteen
hundred or two thousand feet. The question was
what Everest was like below that. Was there any
means of reaching that Ridge ? And that question
could not be answered yet, for an intervening
range shut out the view of the lower portion.
But, after the Expedition had crossed this range
and reached the basin of the Arun River which
drains the Everest glaciers and then cuts clean
through the Himalaya in the most daring fashion
by a series of stupendous gorges, there might be a
chance of getting a satisfying view of the mountain.
Starting early in the morning of June llth Mallory
and Bullock reached the banks of the river and made